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Pri V. 8. 
Be ſober, be vigilant; becauſe your 
adverſary the devil, as a roaring | 
lion, walketh about ſeeking who 
be may devour... 


HE Apoſtle St. Peter begins this 
chapter with ſeveral moff excel- 
A! lent directions, ſome relating par- 
ticularly to the officers and go- 
vernors of the church of Chriſt, 


I 
. 


latter ſort of directions is this moſt neceſſary one 
of the text, wherein he exhorts and admoniſhes 
all Chriſtians in general to fit and prepare them- 
ſelves for their Firitual warfare and combat, in 
which they muſt engage againſt their great and 
implacable enem * giving them the rea- 
ſons why they ſhould arm themſelves againſt 
him, and ſhowing them the manner whereby 


they may do it moſt effectually. 
Az 


S our infernal enemy the devil, but rather to make 


. : \ * 
>» [ ] * 


The reaſons he here inſinuates, are three, 


Firſt, Becauſe of his great enmity to them, 
Jour adverſary the devil. r 


The ſecond is, Becauſe of his unwearied adi. 
vity for miſchief and to deſtroy them, he walk- 
eth about, ſeeking whom he may devour. 


The third is taken from his infatiate cruelty, 
in that he is compared to the molt terrible 
and cruel of creatures, à roaring lion. 


The. manner how this ſo ſavage, reſtleſs, and 
deadly enemy of theirs is to be armed and guard 
ed againſt, is by their taking a moſt Hecid 
heed to theſe two duties, Sobriety and Vigilanti. 
Be /ober, be vigilant; becanſe your adverſary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about ſeekin: 
whom he may devour. n | 

The apoſtle, as I cold you, having laid down 
ſeveral very good and uſeful rules to be obſerv'd 
in our Chriſtian courſe, as the being ſubject to 
our ſuperiors, lowly and. humble in our own 
Zr, ubmiſſive to abe hand of God, and (diſmil- 

ng all anxiety and ſollicitude) to caſf all our 
care upon him, and the like, he proceeds imme- 
diately to ſubjoin this particular counſel and ad- 
ditional exhortation of the text, cautioning Us 
not to be forgetful of the malice and power of 


all due proviſion againſt him; which was # 
much as to ſay, If you once engage in, ot 
ce earneſtly ſet about, theſe duties I have now fe- 
e commended, or any other of the duties be- 
- « longing to your Chriſtian profeſſion, nothing 
« is more certain, nor can you expect yy 

elle, 


,3] 
elſe, than that you ſhall be moſt furiouſly aſ- 
Culred and ſet. upon by Satan, who will be 
ure to do all he can to obſtruct and diſ- 
carten you therein. That therefore you may 
neither be ſurpriz'd, nor conſequently too li- 
ble to be overcome by him, I give you this 
friendly warning beforchand of him, and this 
proper direction how to guard yourſelves ef+ 
{eually againſt. him, Be ſober, be vigilant z 
hecauſe your adverſary the devil, as a roaring 
un, walketh about ſeeking whom he may de- 


In the proſecution of which words I purpoſe 
do thele Two things, | 


irf, I ſhall ſet before you ſome of the moſt 
1l methods and ſtratagems our adverlary the 
lis wont to make ule of, to hinder us in, 
| divert us from, a conſtant and regular pro- 
ding in our Chriſtian courſe, and conſequent- 
o ruin and deſtroy us. And 


ſ-ondly, I ſhall ſhow you, how you may 
fruſtrate and defeat all theſe, and recom- 
a x you the moſt proper means for that 
pole, 


. Fir then I am to ſet before you ſome of 
molt uſual arts and methods our adverſar 

devil (who, like @ roaring lion greedy of his 
5 eagerly ſeeks our deſtruction) is wont to 
e uſe of to ruin and undo us. Now theſe 
$ the ſcripture under variety of expreſſions 
ide and repreſent to us, as Epheſ. vi. 11. 
read of the wiles of the devil, and ver. 16 
hat chapter, of the fiery darts of the wicked 
ir, 11. we have mention made of the de- 
vices 
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vices of Satan; and Rev. ii. 24. of the dil 
Satan : By all which we are given to u 
ſtand, what a malicious and unappeaſed eum 
he is; how many ways he plots and contin 
our deſtruction, and how intent he is upon d 
ruin, and how he leaves, as we ſay, no fin 
unturn' d, to work our utter miſery and mh 
ing; that he has recourſe both to fair meu ul 
foul, attempting ſometimes by terron 2 
menaces, ſometimes by flatteries and ſhom 
friendſhip, ſometimes by cunning and pig 
and ſometimes by open and avow'd acts of RP" 
ſtility, to devour us, and make a prey of vi" 
And accordingly he is ſometimes compar! 
ſcriprure to an old and cunning ſerpent, ſn 
times to a great and fiery dragon, and ſomeim 
(as in my text) to a roaring lion, by which nd 
apt reſemblances we are fully inſtructed in hi 
nature and qualities, and from thence we my 
ficiently learn, that he is as ſubtile as malicon 
and that we have a potent enemy to deal wit 
But foraſmuch as theſe general notions n 
not do our buſineſs, ir not being ſufficient 
know that this our adverſary has many 1 
and methods of ſeducing and betraying uin 
fin, unleſs we likewiſe enter into the partic 
of his miſchievous purpoſes towards us, 1! 
being enough for the awakening our cart 
leaſt for the directing us to the true and pt 
r and effectual means of ſaving and fecunt 
ourſelves from his aſſaults, to know that hen 
aſſail us, unleſs we know in ſome meaſure ul 
how, and in what manner he will do it, u. 
I ſhall inſtance to you in theſe five ways of 
(very common ones indeed, but, at the i 
time, very pernicious too and deſtruc 
wherein he is wont to endeayour either wi 


* 


r 
prevent and hinder, or elſc to divert and beat 
1 off from, the true practice of religion, and 
quently to ſubject them to wrath and mi- 
u and involve them in perdition. Ad 
1. It is not unuſual with him to ſoake even 
pillars, and t0- endeavour, if it may be, to re- 
the very foundations themſelues of our faith: 
thinks no way ſo ſure and effectual to take 
gan off from his religion and devotion, as to 
unde him, that he is deceived- and impoſed 
n in reference to the very object of it, as 
he pays his homage to a God, that has no 


rg or exiſtence but in his own fancy or fear. 
nce though he himſelf believes and knows 
re is a God, and cannot but tremble (as the 
tle tells us he does) at the thoughts of 
I refletions upon him (as knowing how ill 
has deſerved at his hands) yet in order to 
inyolving man in the ſame miſery and de- 


condition with himſelf, he labours to 
plant and ſubvert his faith in that moſt ab- 
tely neceſſary and fundamental point, and to 
ke him believe there is none. The neceſſary 
lequence of which is that a man becomes 
longer careful at all to pleaſe him, has no 
ger any. regard to conſcience, or any ſenſe 
ligion, but (which is what the devil would 
©) henceforward walks in the way of his 
i heart, and in the ſight of his own eyes, 
8 now no farther ſollicitous than to pleaſe 
elf. And if, I ſay, Satan can once pre- 
ſo far by his deceitful ſophiſtry as to make 
n dubelieve a God, or but to call in queſtion 
deing, all concern about religion muſt needs 
Iſh at the very firſt reception and imbibing 
fuch an abſurd principle; and ſo, at one 
de effort, he has obtained his end, RE 
| vg 


Int 


king them take this neareſt and moſt comp 
dious way and ſhorteſt cut to their own pay 
tion; having thrown off the ſenſe of God, 
as is neceſſary thereupon, all farther regu y 
or concern about his worſhip, they are in i 
plain path-way, and direct high road to dm 
tion; the. devil's deſign is fully comple 
and accompliſhed, nor has he now any mory 
do but to applaud his unhappy ſucceſſes aud 
them, and to laugh at their eaſineſs in he 
betrayed by him, and to make himſelf fyr 
with the thoughts of their folly and nit 
Thoſe muſt neceffarily be loſt, as the ait 
ſpeaks, whoſe minds the God of this world li 
ſo blinded, that they believe not (believe nth 
much as this indiſpenſable article, the being! 
a God) 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. This is one thy 
therefore Satan labours and endeavours (any 
fo doing ſhows himſelf, what he is here rn 
ſented to be, a cruel and bitter enemy to a 
fouls) viz. to _ us with an opinion, tit 
there is no ſuch infinite, ſupreme, 1ndepend 
power, as we call God, to be acknowledgt 
ador'd by us, though he is well aware, tit 
God will hereafter moſt juſtly condemn wi 
not doing it, and for overlooking and tandd 
cout againſt thoſe ſo clear evidences and div 
veries he was pleas'd to give us of himſelf. 
all creatures thoſe to be ſure ſhall in the el! 
the-moſt miſerable and accurſed, into wi 
hearts the almighty goodneſs infuſed tho 
glorious gifts of reaſon and underſtanding, ui 
they made no better uſe thereof, than by i 
to argue and diſpute againſt their creator, * 
diſprove, what they could, the very exilit 
of the author and founder of their own bf 
No wonder therefore that the devil _— 


f | 
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ring as many as he can to this horrid 2 and 
hat, being an avowed enemy to mankind, he 
ndeavours, by filling their hearts and tongues 
vith athciſtical notions and diſcourſe, which are 
re to be followed with looſe, prophane, and 

tleiſtical lives, to plunge them into the ſame 
itter ruin and deſtruction with himſelf. But 
he profeſſed patrons and promoters of Atheiſm 
re now but few; like other monſters, they are 
zecome rare, and their numbers, at leaſt, if 
ompar'd with the reſt of mankind are incon- 
derable. However the buſy and unwearied 

empter ſpares not to ply men ſtill with tempta- 
ions of this nature, and even thoſe perſons are 
card ſometimes to complain of inſtigations of 
Satan to the ſhocking ſin of Atheiſm or diſ- 
belief of a God, who yet, as ſoon as ever they 
perceive them, do abhor and reject them, and 
alt them away with deteſtation from them, 
nd through the aſſiſtance of divine grace in- 
end ſo to do even to the end of their lives. 
und where this ſort of bait, I mean the tempta- 
ion to Atheiſm, is too groſs to be ſwallowed 
3 that is juſtly now deemed, by the knowing 
nd ſenfible part of the world, a cauſe through- 
y baffled and confuted) yet even here, as the 
empter is willing to do what miſchief he can, 
where he cannot do all that he would, he has 
nother way of promoting his miſchievous pure 
poles againſt mankind, a way, wherein, it is to 
de fear d, he has been but too ſucceſsful in theſe 
mes, and that is, by atrempting to draw men 
ff from their faith in Chriſt, and the belief of 
he Goſpel. To one who conſiders well the 
aure and genius of the Chriſtian revelation it 
very plain, that this has (as indeed it was de- 
gned to have) a very ſingular and extraordi- 
B nary 
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nary aptneſs and tendency to deſtroy the wy; 
the devil, and to ruin the kingdom of the Pr 
and God of this world, as the ſcripture calls hin, 
and conſequently it cannot be otherwiſe, by 
that this muſt be a mark for him to dart the 

_ utmoſt of his ſpite and malice againſt, and th 
object of his particular hatred and averſq, 
For this is that ſyſtem of religion, which aſur 
us of a future judgment, and acquaints us with 
the certainty of an heaven and an hell. u 
is that religion, wherein are promiſed to men 
ſo great and precious rewards, to induce then 
to the practice of virtue and piety, and to e- 
courage them to a thorough obedience to the Nt 
laws of God. Herein it is, that fo great ad 
terrible puniſhments are threatned to the ſaſi 
and impenitent. By this is publiſhed to mar 
kind that moſt convincing argument of Gol 
reat hatred of fin, namely, his not pardoning AP" 
it but upon the terms of his only beloved Sa 
becoming himſelf a ſacrifice, and ſuffering for 
the ſins of the world. By this we are aflurg 
that if we be but ſincere, and do but ask it o e 
God, we ſhall not fail of having his holy (pt 
rit, to enable us to do the will of God, and i 
carry us through the whole courſe of that di 
ty, which he requires of us. The ſeveral con 
ſiderations I have now mentioned are pecili 
to the Chriſtian religion, and it is evident thi 
they are all of them ſo many ſtrong and po 
ful arguments and motives, if men would bu 
attend to them, to make them good and holy 
and to keep them from wickedneſs and vic: 
And therefore it is not to be wondered at, thi * 
the great enemy of mankind ſhould think" 
worth his while to endeavour to prejudice e 
apainſt a belief, the dire& tendency of which 


(mn ] 
conduct men to happineſs by the way of ho- 


neſs, and that he ſhould on that account ſome- 
mes inſinuate into the minds of believers ſuch 


3 otions concerning the goſpel, as may tend to 
he ur them out of love with it. It is no wonder 
he hat the father of lies ſhould allow himſelf to 
ie groſs miſrepreſentations of this religion, 
achat he ſhould ſet it forth, for inſtance, as 
enemy to the enjoyments of life, as laying 


nen under too great and too uneaſy reſtraints 
rich regard to their natural appetites and de- 
res, and as denouncing penalties too heavy and 
yere in caſe of diſobedience. He may ply 
nen ſo cloſe with ſuch miſrepreſentations as 
heſe, and men may be induced to view the 
hriſtian religion ſo long in this falſe light, and 
o conſider it ſo much under the notion of a 
burden too heavy for them to bear, as to be 
Wrought at laſt to a thorough diſlike of it, and 
yen to the wiſhing that it were not true. And 
hen men are once brought onward by Satan 
nd their own luſts thus far, their opinions will 
don be made to fide with their inclinations, the 
onſequence of which will be, that (in ſpite of 
ll the proofs, that can be brought. for the 
ruth of the Goſpel, and all that can be alledged 
0 ſhew the extreme reaſonableneſs, and great 
advantages thereof) the leaſt ſhadow of an ar- 
zument againſt Chriſtianity ſhall paſs for demon- 
tration, and every objection to it, though ne- 
er ſo weak and trifling, ſhall be looked upon 
ws unanſwerable and concluſive againſt it. Nay, 
and what makes it till Codes th thoſe to re- 
turn again to the truth who have once left it, 
it is but too common a misfortune for men to 
be ſo groſsly overſeen and even infatuated in this 


Cale, as to run into a conceit, that they then 
| B 2 think 
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think moſt freely and in the moſt imprti 
manner, when indeed they are all the time u. 
der the fatal bias of their own evil luſts and x 
fections, and only think and judge juſt x thy 
guide and direct them. Again, if a man of yi 
and parts has but in his compoſition a ceni 
degree of vanity and ſelf· conceitedneſs, it is 
hard matter to flatter him into a good opinin ie: 
of his abilities, and he may caſily be made y 
believe that 'tis a diſparagement to his unkr 
ſtanding to ſuppoſe that he needs to hare 
courſe to any revelation to get the knowledg 
of his duty. And what is the conſequence of 
this perſwaſion, but that every thing, that { 
up for revelation, is diſcarded by him of courl 
as a thing which, agreeably to his preſent uy 
of thinking, he does not believe, that he « 
ever have any occaſion for? And thus it ny {AN 
be brought about, whilſt the vain man is tick 
led in his vanity, and the vicious man is ſoothe 
in his luſts, and both of them are highly pleaſ 
at, and rejoice in, their fancied new light, th 
both of them unhappily fall into the ſnare of i 
fidelity; and ſo the plot againſt them ſuccech, 
to the great ſatisfaction of their adverſary, who 
| 1 no better a proſpect of their utter dit 
all and final ruin, than to ſee them voluntary on 
parting with all the privileges and advantages 
the Chriſtian profeſſion, and deliberatcly bir 
upon principle, as it were, changed from be. | 
lievers to infidelss. y « 
And fo much for the devil's fr} art white 
by he labours to deſtroy and devour us, 35 it 
text ſpeaks, viz. by his endeavouring to (ubv ee 
the very foundation and ground-work of 0! nol 
faith, and to tempt us to atheiſm or infidelity: 
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2. A ſecond is, his miſrepreſenting of virtue 
and piety, and putting upon it an appearance and 
u/picion of vice or folly. When he ſees men fo 
truly in love with goodneſs, as that they cannot 
be diverted from it, quatenus ſuch, that is, as 
ir forth as they are convinc'd, that what they 
do is good, then his buſineſs is to create many 
joubts, and to inject various ſurmizes and ſcru- 
ples into their minds, and to ſee if he cannot 
perplex and diſturb them with ſuſpicions and 
ueſtionings, whether that be, really and indeed, 
0 very good, and lawful, and commendable, 
hich they take ſo great ſatisfaction in, whether 
they be not in truth peradventure finning againft 
od, whilſt they only thought they were plea- 
ing him, and diſcharging their dury to him. 
Nor is the advantage ſmall, that Satan has in 
his reſpect, and that ſometimes over ſuch men 
ps are really acted by a ſenſe and principle of Re- 
ligion. For they, having of all others the moſt 
feeling and tender conſciences, are apt of them- 
ſelres to be molt jealous and ſuſpicious of their 
own ways. This naturally creates in them a 
jealouſy and fearfulneſs, leſt, unawares or un- 
wittingly, they ſhould be in the wrong, leſt 
ome wily {in or other, ſome hidden ſerpent, 
mould lurk even there, where yet appears no- 
thing, but the bloſſoms and flowers of virtue. 
Nay even then may the devil, who is never la- 
Ly or idle, be moſt active and buſy of all, and 
then exert his utmoſt pains and skill, to baffle 
and delude them, at ſome particular times, when 
be obſerveth them to be beſt compoſed, and the 
noſt religiouſly inclined, In ſhort, as the devil 

is 


[ 74 ] 

is daily walking about to do miſchief, ſo#is thi 
one particular way and method of his doing i, 
viz. the offering and injecting of ſcruples, uc 
raiſing doubts and ſuſpicions in the minds o 
ood men, whom becauſe he cannot influeng 
o far, as wholly to take them off from the ex: 
erciſes of piety and religion, he makes it his hy. 
ſineſs, as far as may be, to diſcourage and di 
hearten them in it, and to affright them yit 
ſuch uneaſy and diſtracting fears as thee, ti, 
leſt their zeal and concern for the glory of Gd 
ſhouid be bur ſuperſtition, leſt their almſded; A; 
and charitable donations to the poor ſhould h 
only from an affectation of vain-glory, and a 
fire of being ſeen of men; left, again, theirr- 
gular auſterities, and thoſe ſeverer method d 
mortification and ſelf-denial, which they my 
ſomerimes make uſe of to bring under their b 
dies, and to vanquiſh and ſubdue the exorbitant 
laſts and affections, ſhould be no better thn Who: 
mere will-worſhip, and the like. In this mir 
ner may the devil ſometime perplex good met, pc 
and with ſuch doubts aſſault them, nay, and u 
render what he ſuggeſts ſtill the more plauſdt, 
he may poſſibly come upon them (as once be de 
upon our Saviour himſelf) with his /criptum a 
ro be ſure miſapplied, as, it is written, //bob" WM 
required theſe things at your hands? And afterth 


* Eft igitur in dæmonis artibus, quas ad bonorum pe. 
niciem aſſidue meditatur, illa vel peſſima, ut quos it 
ſtudio virtutis ac religionis addictos, ut inde, terreſrim nd « 
vel honorum ſpe, vel commodorum illecebris, aveli n F 
poſlint, hos præteriti temporis piacula reputants ? nd 
cceleſtis iræ ſervili metu perculſos in ſingula moment m 

uodam angore ſollicitet. Id autem eo conſilio ut e C; 
dus ſcrupulorum agitati moleſtia, dum ſe ipſi calumniti a 
deſinunt, defatigatione ac laſſitudine ab incepto © 
ſtant. Mafeins in vita Ignatii. chit 
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:fhion would he render the pious man as uneaſy 
ind diſſatisfied as he can, by making his piety, 
vhich would otherwiſe be the greateſt ſatisfa- 
gion in the world to him, ſuſpicious and uncer- 
un, and ſo cauſe. him to doubt of and call in 
gueſtion the beſt and moſt commendable acti- 
"ns of his whole life, by thoſe corrupt gloſſes 
nd miſrepreſentations he puts upon them, by 
hoſe ſcruples he raiſes — the end and 
lelign, the way and manner, or ſome other cir- 

umſtance of his performing them; and by this 
neans he may hope, if he cannot make the" re- 
gious and virtuous perſon immediately ſick of 
s duty, he may render him leſs ſatisfied and 
gelghted with it, and make him grow quite 
old and indifferent in reference to the practice 


nd performance of it. | | 


3. As Satan, it is likely, takes this courſe 


jou have heard, to pervert, if poſſible, good and 
ſirtuous men by the miſrepreſentation he puts 
pon their virtue, ſo in the 3d place we may 
ppoſe him to uſe ſometimes another quite dif- 

rent method, by hanging on ſome borrowed and 
iitious ornaments upon vice, to hide its native de- 
rity, yea by dreſſing it up in the garb and ha- 
it of virtue itſelf, well knowing {in to be of it- 
lt of ſo black and ugly a nature, and t&look fo 
lin its own dreſs and ſhape, that it will never 
ike, eſpecially with perſons of ſobriety or con- 
eration; therefore he diſguiſes it by its attire, 
nd cloaths it in a better and handſomer habir, 
nd calls it by another and better name. Nor 
ed we wonder, ſince ſcripture tells us, that 
© can and does ſometimes transform himſelf 
dul and filthy as he is) into a glorious angel of . 
bur, that he can and does allo put falſe colours 
| upon 


tw! 


upon fin, and, with unwary Chriſtians, mu 
his motions and ſuggeſtions paſs for the operii 
on and ſtirring of the good ſpirit upon they 
minds, that he can obſerve what actions of f. 
ety they are moſt inclined to and delighted i 
and ſo, under the colour and reſemblance of 
thoſe, delude and draw them on to the border: 
ing vices. Thus for inſtance, covetouſueſi, whit 

ſhould never be ſo much as named amongit Chi 
ſtiians, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, much leſs be py 
ctiſed among ſuch as pretend to be moſt g- 
ous, he varniſhes over, and clokes it with the 
plauſible pretence of a commendable and nec 
fary frugality, whereby to make fitting provik 
ons for ourſelves and families, which Whoſoem 
neglects to do, ſcripture itſelf tells us, br ln 
denied the faith, nay, is worſe than an infill 
Riot and prodigality he terms good houlekeey 
ing, and a free and generous hoſpitality. H 
makes falſnood and diſſembling paſs for warirel 
and prudence, and envy to mens perſons for u 
hatred of their vices. An abject puſfillanimas 
cowardice he will have to be humility, andmu 
der to be but a juſt vindication of our honolr 
Spiritual and evangelical wiſdom being commet 
ed to us as an ineſtimable jewel, and we beit 
conſequently exhorted to be wiſe as ſerpenti, x 
ſteals from us the jewel of goſpel wiſcon 
and leaves only the counterfeit of worldly ft 
licy in its place. He takes away the pin. 
and leaves the ſerpent behind. Oud indi * 
fervour, he tells us, is zeal, and that our cal 
ſecurity, the worſt and moſt dangerous of! 
conditions, is the inward peace and quiet 
our conſcience, which is confeſſedly the & 
and happieſt. Preſumption he perſuades u 
a religious confidence, and a pertinacious i 
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ing to 2 darling notion or imbibed opinion a 
Chriſtian conſtancy to the truth. Nay, ſome 
ices do ſo indiſcernibly thruſt and croud them- 
ſelves into — "ora worker ſome virtues, that 
eſpecially conſidering the advantages the tempy- 
— it, ltd Howe miſchicoouſly he ah 
ages the matter) it is no eaſy thing rightly to 
i nguiſh between them, and to embrace the 
ne, and let go the other. Thus vainglory uſu- 
ly waits cloſe upon the heels of liberality, and 
n hatred of our offending brother attends the 
rarmtch of our zeal againſt his ways and practi» 
s. Thus imperceptibly are we beguiled, and 
hus fatally are we drawn away by our moſt 
niſchievous and ill- deſigning enemy, who, when 
e cannot prevail upon us to embrace what is 
il, as ſuch, and for its own ſake, repreſents it 
o us in another likeneſs, and offers it to us un- 
er the notion and appearance of good, and 
om the near ſemblance it many times bears to 
our judgments are bribed, our reaſons diſtort- 
d, our wills depraved, and our affections en- 
angled and enthralled by it. And ſo much for 
e third thing. E 1-4 | 
7 4 
4 A fourth method our adverſary the devil 
nakes uſe of in order to our deſtruction, is that, 
phich by the Greeks is very elegantly called 
uiſeia The Ayhe AA, an hurrying us from one ex- 
reme to another, ſo as to gate us overpaſs and 
n beyond the virtue that lies in the middle between 
hem. If we are ſenſible of, and deſirous ro for + 
ike, one wickedneſs, ſo defirous, as that he ſees 
ll his temptations cannot prevail with us to re- 
an it; then he orders the matter ſo, that, if 
flible, through the utter abhorrence and de- 
tion of that, we . ERR. (ane — 
| an 


and embrace its contrary... An argument this gf 
- great folly and inadvetrence in men; as the hex 
then obſerv'd, Dum vitunt ſtulti uitia, in contre. 

nia cu rrunt; that they may run far enougb fron 
fome vices, fools: rum into thoſe that are dire 
contrary to them. Being poſſeſs d with ſuch x 
ſenfe of this fin, as that it ought by all meam 
to be leſt and forſaken by them, and the deri 
perceiving them in good earneſt ſetting about 
it, yea, ſo much in earneſt, as that 'tis paſt hy 
skill to reconcile them again to it, his next ſtr 
ragem is to make then overdo what they haue 
undertaken, even to the tranſporting themſelye 
into a guilt of another nature; and ſo he doe 
his buſineſs ſtill as effectually as he can wiſh, 
For fo long as men periſh, what cares he, whe 
ther it be by this ſin, or by that which is oppo- 
ſite to it? Thus when ſpendthrifts and prodigiꝭ 
fick of their exceſſes, and grown weary of the 
effects of luxury, do for the more effectual 
linquiſhing their old fan, take up with a ney 
one, and turn covetous miſers; when men over 
_ confident and preſumptuous fall into deſpair 
and ſuch, who at one time were given to ſuper 
ſtition, become quite profligate and profane; s 
all theſe perſons are themſelves as certainly ut 
done, ſo is the devil as highly gratified, as f 
they had continued what they were before 
And the ſame it is. in reference. do errors ariſing 
in point of doctrine, as well as in regard d 
miſcarriages in practice, where it is al 

one to Satan which extreme men endeavouft 
to: ſhun, provided the truth be but left and 
loſt, as too often it is, between the two. Tit 
truth, I ſay, to the great ſatisfaction of oil 
greateſt adverſary, is too, too often loſt be 
tween. two extremes. As, for inſtance, * 


4 
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| [29] —- 
in oppoſition to the Papal tyranny, and domi - 
neering of the Biſhop b. Rome, have come to 
that paſs as abſolutely to condemn and decry all 
Epiſcopal Government in the church. Oat of 
a juſt dereftarion of ſuperſtition, they have dil- - 
claim'd all ceremonies, tho' never ſo harmleſs 
and decent, and, in St. Pauls language, throu 

2 commendable hatred” and: abhorrence of iuala- 
try, have incurr'd the abominable ſin of ſacrilege. 
| might ſhow you, by the induction of a great 
many more ſuch particulars, how Satan ger the 
advantage of men (as the text ſpeaks) by making 
them, in matters both of doctrine and practicæ, 
to overſhoot the mark, and to miſs of What is 
right and truth, by a leaning too much, either 
3 or to the other, between which 
it lies. But be 9 0 254 


ene em 21,50 ant 
sib, and laſth, I ſhalt mention bur one artt- 
fice more, which our adverſary, the devil, has 
recourſe to, whereby to miſchief and retard us 
in our Chriſtian courſe, and divert us from tlie 
ſteady practice of piety and religion, and that is, 
bis preſenting as with temptations to ſuch fins, 2s 
be knows will hit our particular fancy and humour, 
as are beft adapted to our years or profeſſFons,' our 
natural inclinations and diſpoſitions, or ſome other 
rcumſtante reſpeftively relating to this our preſent 
ate and condition. There is ſuch a thing, as 
we all know but too well, as the vice, that 
aims' acquainrance, as it were, with our com- 
plexion and conſtitution, the wmzgiva)os AEẽxñla, 
in the apoſtle's phraſe the iin that ſo eafily beſers 
4, the (in, \ the indulging whereto will be of 
moſt uſe and advantage to us, in our reſpective 
trades and employments, and in carrying on the 
buſineſs by which we get our livelyhood in the 
| © 4 world, 
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-\world; and which confequently we ſhall tie 
more faintly oppoſe, and the more readily gi 
admiſſion to; this, this does Satan fer his mat 
upon, and ply and follow us with remptatiag 
to it, and accordingly. here he is too common 
ſucceſsful, his work being more than half dat 
to his hands. A dextrous and cunning engine 
he is; he firſt walks. about, as the text expieſa 
it, ſurrounding, and with a careful eye ſur- 
ing, the citadel of our hearts, and look, vlt 
part he finds to be the. weakeſt and leaſt guab 
ed, there he attacks us, and againſt that k 
= all his batteries; which fail. not in: 
little time to beat down all before them, andh 
ive him as caly an entrance as he can deſim 
Wben he has by obſervation learnt the ten- 
per of a man, and found to what faults or fil 
ings he is moſt prompt and inclinable, to br 
fure he will take care to preſent him with ſuc 
objects, opportunities, and arguments, as # 
beſt ſuited and | accommodared - thereunta. 
The timorous and melancholick he will 4 
Fright with diſmal and horrid apprehenſion 
of what is like to enſue upon the cont 
and perſevering profeſſion of religion, there 
to ſcare them, if he can, from it. An affront 
or challenge, or ſome other provocation, wil 
he lay in the way of the paſſionate and cholt 
rick perſon, that he may be thereby moved i 
do ſome great and conſiderable miſchief. Tit 
ſanguin and voluptous he invites to their fo 
waters, ana delicious morſels, that they m 
undo themſelves through indulgingtothe (amt 
In ſhort, as a lion lurketh he in his den, ll 
be may raviſh the poor by getting him into l. 
net, as the pſalmiſt ſpeaks, and, as the propht 
he lies in wait and ſets his traps to catch ni 
| al 


. 
1 eccordingly he: has baits ſuited to ell orden 
ad circumſtances of them. What, need I tell 
du, how he- lays-in the way of the rich and 
ghty man, Cxuclty and oppreſſion; in the 
ourticr's way pride and ambition; in the. ma- 
iſtrate's bribes 3; in che young man's luſt; in 
he old man's avarice, and the like? It is enough 
and nothing is more certain than it) that he 
ways · places che mark he would have men 
im at there, where the bent of their nature, 
the biaſs of their own conſtitution, are 
ol likely o Carry them, as hoping he ſhall 
x then miſs of his defir'd ſucceſs. Nays, 
hoſe very abilities and accompliſhments of men, 
herewith God had ſingularly endowed and 
noobled the natures of ſome of them, in or- 
to their heing · the better fitted and qualiſied 
do bim ſerpice, even thoſe; docs Satan ſo a- 
uſe and pervert, as to make even them to be- 
ome fit ſubjects for ſome or other of his tem- 
tations. The greater need is there, that all of 
s, wharſoever. our gifts, qualifications, or con- 
tions in the world are, ſhould he ever jealous 
nd watchful, not only over him, but ourſelves 
Iſo; That if we be in proſperity he may not 
uff ns up with pride; nor if we are in adver- 
ity, plunge us into deſpair; That, if we are 
dung, he may not impoſe upon us, that it is, 
yet, too ſoon to reform, that now is the time 
or enjoying the delights and pleaſures of life, 
ad that the ſeverer acts of repentance, morti- 
cation, and. ſelf-denial, are to be left to old 
ge, which is not capable of the former brisker 
joy ments; and, That he may not perſuade 
, if we are old, that we have now outliv'd 
dur parts and ſtrength, that our wit, and me- 
ory, and all our abilities are gone, and 'tis — 
m | te 
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ech reel ati Ab r 120 bel g 
E. quiet contented? and venture c w 
there being mow no good! to be done 

wa = cog laſtly, That when bei 
enticing us cc any An, we deinbt litten to hy 
Teprefenting God as a merciful father, one the 
Fe forgive AE dente we dame and then make 
bold with hinaws;: and chen vn the other hand 
ar we habe hee ſo bu e as to be bepui 
ne drag intd Ha by hie That we be m 
Hindred from Ning our rmoſt endeavoun b 
prin th o God arid to recover hi 
fad dur again! pang hy his telling us, that he is a nd 
SP On id" inexéfable jodge, and one 
has ne mere y er pity tei ſtore for us. An 
e this was Je un afraid of wit 
to-thenceſkioits Corinth, and for the 
rears Neidefirons' of his fpeedy teadui 
rance its theTwour and boſam of the chunt 
r leſt Sari! findingchim under id great 4d. 
jection of Apirie, An /vallowed up with ow 
tl, Jorri®''(as the apo ſtle expreſſes it) ſhodt 
Et tsch 9 abatidonftig of himſd, 

and's tral falling off from the chufch. 
Thefe each” particulars have mention 
are ſore of Thoſe uſual arts of his which at 
called in ſeripture his „, r mans, tht 
ate como fFeights and ſtraragems with hin, 
and if we be but as induſtriòus, as carefl, 
and 3 warchfuf as we ought to be, m. 
make but üſe of thoſe” means of quenching thek 
darts and repelling theſe temptations, which 
God's word has kindly directed us to, be ui 
not be able' to fsil us, or to get t that advantig 

over us, by any of them, which he deſires. 

And fo Lhave done with the i part of 0 
I vx. the ſetting before you ſome of ® 1 
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oft ulual ways and methods our adverſity the 


evil is wont to make uſe of, to. hinder: or dafs 


ourage us in our Chriſtian cousle;) and, as fax 
in him lies, to ruin and deſtroy us, ug. By 

empting us to atheiſm, or, infidely 3 By mis 
reſenting of virtue and piety 3. Bx varniſſnii 

ad colouring over ſin; By hur TERS bejinns 

| duty into one or other of the extremes, bes 
een which it lies; and, By adapting and 
ting his temptations to mens humours, cone 

litutions, tempers, and other eircumſtances be- 

aging to then 


„ 4+}; 4 ; = 22> 111:119 
II. I now proceed to the ſecond general part 
the text, 1 all theſe Ago be fru 
trated and defeated, and what proper means we 
re to have recoufſe to for that purpoſe. My 
xt itſelf furniſhes us with ue means of with. 
landing the temptations and aſſaults of this o“ 
— adverſary, which upon due triał no 
loubt we ſhall find very efficacious, and they 
re ſobriety and vigilance. Fhoſe therafore I 
hall begin with, craving leave» to ſubjoin three 
others, ſuch: as holy ſcripture: has alſo in other 
laces recommended, as highly uſeful to Chri- 
Hans in this caſe: dla Rot oel at bn 
| , i» 15 2-24 3 . 5 
1. Be ſober. This is the fin? thing our apo 
le lays down as a ſit expetdient to ſecure: ours 
Ives from being hurt or deſtroyed: by our ad- 


py 


« 


erſary the devil. Let him roar and rage neves 


o much againſt us, and thereby diſcover as 


nuch of his malice and ill will towards us as he 
leaſes, this is one excellent preſervative that 


pill keep us from being much damag'd or miſ- 
bief d by him. Tis true he is ſuch. an ad- 
elary, as inceſſantly ſeeks our ruin; and will 
Cs nor 


* 
. - 1 
f ] | 


not fail to do all he can to effect ir, but yet wp 


che apoſtle's adviſing us, how and which 
to (fave and defend ourſelves from him, we len 
that tis our on fault, if he gains his pen 
eious ends upon us, and conſequently that on 
ruin will be wholly at our own door; in u 
gard, were we not conſenting to it ourſehy 
Sn the might he has which is in 
great, and notwithſtanding. the ill will k 
bears us, which is yet greater) he could new: 
75 it upon us, we being fo kindly adviſ 
and ſo plainly pointed to that wherein our (if 
ard lies. One particular of which advice x 
it is laid down here in the text, is Sobriety, þ 
fiber. The original word viper, fignifics, faith 
Grotias, animo eſſe nullis malis affectibus turlui, 
to keep a mind calm and ſedate, and not d. 
fturb'd and diſcompos'd by any evil paſſions « 
affections whatſoever. All tranſports, and er 
ceſſes: of all kinds, are very prejudicial, bei 
apt to leave our ſouls unguarded, and to nd 
us to the aſſaults of our enemy; and an immote 
rate uſe of any even of the lawful delights d 
life wonderfully miniſters to vice, and become 
fic fewel for Satan's temptations. Sobrieij i 
deed, in the moſt vulgar accepration of it, 1 
; oppoſed to exceſs in drink, a vice moſt unmir 
ly and. brutiſh, utterly misbecoming reaſonabt 
Creatures, and look'd upon as ſuch even by ii 
wiſer and more conſiderate heathens ; nor cit 
commonneſs or faſhion (of ſo infamous and de 
ing a nature this immorality is) ever big eg 
it into credit aud repute. I ſay, the 2 

drunkenneſs or exceſs of drink, particularly 

emphatically call'd intemperance, is gener 
meant by being ober, and that the origin 
word yiigew (which is. oppoſed in good 15 


D 
p lber and ga Ae, to being [artiſh and ũrun- 
en eee 0 
oſtle may alfo here intend à ſober and mode- 
are enjoyment of all the Bleffmgs of this life; 
Il] which we are to uſe temperately, and to 
ddle with but cautiouſly and ſparingly, as we 
nder our own fafety, and would not give Sa- 
an greater advantages than teeds againſt us, 
or ay our ſelves quite open and naked to his 
mptations. No {in is thete ſo monſtrous, 
olurd, and juſtly abominable, but an inordinate 
nd irregular uſe of the delights of this life diſ- 


ſelf, which I told you the devil in particular 
dayours to beguile us into, ſhall be ſwallow- 
d, for this among other reaſons, becauſe, u 

on 1 155 of what it implies, the ſenſualiſt 
at go ſafely and quietly on in his moſt diſſolute 
nd licentious living, which the belief of a 
od could not but ſome time or other give a 
trange check and interruptior to. But beſides, 
hen the Hart is overcharg'd (as our Saviour 
imſelf peaks, Luk. xxi. 34.) with ſurfeiting 
1d exceſs, we are not at all aware of the na- 
ural and neceſſary cotiſequences of our own 
ctions. We neither regard in the leaſt what 
ve do, nor are we at all careful about what 
vill certainly enſue thereupon. Our reaſon is 
na manner extinguiſh'd, our underſtanding is 
louded, ” our thinking and conſidering faculty 
ad aſleep ; and luſt, and rage, and all other 
eſtial apperites are broken looſe, ſo that we 
re ready, upon the leaſt remptation, to com- 
it the vileſt and moſt horrid actions, 70 add 
mquity to iniquity, or to fall from one wickedneſs 
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well bear But I fuppoſe, the 


oſes and prepares a man for it. Nay, atheiſt | 


fo another (as the tranſlation in our liturgy has 


bt 


it) which was the ſevereſt thing the pfalni 
could imprecate upon his enemies; P/al, lx 
3 Nay, our condition is then ſuch as n 


the more we Airy vigorous at his work; n 
any that are ſo fairly offer'd; him. In fb 
neſs of ourſelves; let us not immoderatel i 


the uſe of meats and drinks; for all theſe a 
vices contrary to and deſtructive of the ſon 
in the text, and withal ſuch as will give g 


under this head, the exhortation of the apolit 
to Sobriety, with a famous ſtory, appolite | 


in the Jewiſh writers “ A certain King el 
“ tain'd ſome Jes, and endeavour'd to deban 
them: He preſſed them either to drink 1 


only unqualifies us to repel temptations to ey 
— — „ ey on, and e 
courages the devil. (who needed yer no fe 
ſollicication) to ,agcoſt us with them. He 
indeed bold and daring enough of hinkl 
witneſs the attempt he made even upon d 
bleſſed Saviour, tho! he might have been f 
he ſhould not. nd in him. any matter for b 
temptations to work upon. He, I (ay, is f 


1 F ny — — 


ward and confident enough and needs not o 
courted or called upon to bring his baits; wild 
when he ſees/perſons fo mightiſy prepar'd a 
diſpos d to receive them, he is, to be ſure fi 


he, whoſe buſracſs. ſt is to roam up and dof" 
to ſeek opportunities, will much leſs negk 


dulge to any of the pleaſures and ſatisfactim 
lifez in particular, let us not be.intempentei 


and advantages to our adverinih * 
the devil. I ſhall conclude what I have tos 


my preſent purpoſe, which is to be met m 


SEE? 2, i 
of his wine, or to eat ſwine's fleſh, or to 
commit lewdneſs with ſtrange women. Upon 
deliberation they choſe the firſt of theſe, but 
then under that exceſs, committed the other 
two ſins, and ſo became guilty of them all. 

This then is the firf# dire&tion the apoſtle 
s down to be obſerved by all, who, like true 
riſtian ſoldiers,” deſire effectually to reſiſt him, 
d ſucceſsfully to maintain their ſpiritual war- 


e againſt him, Be ſober. 4 


2. Be vigilant. It is not enough for our ſecuri- 
that we do not expoſe and lay ourſelves open 
our enemy Satan, as by exceeding the bounds 
ſobriety in any reſpect we ſhall (as you have 
rd) moſt certainly do, but we muſt alſo . 
ok heedfully ro ourſelves and narrowly watch 
Im and his motions, or elſe he will ſtill be too 
ard for us. It is not enough, that we do not 
e the devil's part, and affiſt him to deſtro 

„ (for alas! there is no no need of that 

ut we muſt ſtand upon our guard, carefully 
ing and obſerving his deſigns, in order to our 
king diligent preparation for a vigorous re- 
ſtance and oppoſition of him; or we-ſhall be 
Ire to rue the neglect of it, and to ſmart for 
r ſupineſs and folly. Having had fo fair a 
ming of our danger and fo kind a direction 
2 method of preventing it, our not prevent- 
g it will be attended with a great deal of 
lt, ſuch as we muſt either expiate by a pain- 
ll and troubleſome repentance in this life, or 
le for ever undergo the eternal puniſhment of 
in the next. If the general of an army has 
t the deſign of his enemy diſcovered and laid 
den to him, and he be told how and which 
D 2 way 
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way be intends to march againſt him, he 4, 
fires no more; he will then no doubt poſt hin. 
ſelf accordingly, his ſcouts. and centinels {hal 
narrowly. obſerve the roads he is to come in, 
and he will put himſelf in the beſt poſture u 
receive him, and be in a readineſs to engige 
with him. Or, to borrow our Saviour's own 
ſimilitude, F the 5555 man of the houſe bum 
in what watch the t tef will come, he needs not 
be admoniſh'd of his danger, there need not ay 
motives or arguments to be uſed with him to 
Eb him to provide againſt it; no, be vil 

e ſure to watch and not to ſuffer his houſe 1k 
broken up, Matt, xxiv. 43. And thus ſhoull 
it be with rhe Chriſtian warrior, foraſmuch « 
he knows, and has been before acquainted with 
the devil's cyil purpoſes and deſigns againſt hin 
he ought continually to ſtand upon his guard 
and to be very vigilant, that he be not ſurpris 
by them, He ought ſurely ro be no leſs car 
ful to ſecure himſelf from miſchief, than the 
other is to bring it upon him. Ur jugulent bs 
mines, ſurgunt de note latrones ut tęipſum ſertt 
non expergiſceris? The heathen wondered at the 
drowſineſs of thoſe, who, when thieves and 
robbers could riſe in the night to take ar 
their lives, could not themſelves loſe a lit 
ſleep to fave them. In like manner the of 
tancy and careleſneſs of thoſe Chriſtians is nt 
ſufficiently to be wonder'd at, who having! 
much more valuable concern at ſtake, than ths 
frail and momentary life, viz. their precio 
and immortal fouls, are yet far leſs intent up 
the ſalvation of them, than their profeſs'd en 
my the devil is to damn and deſtroy then 
Whilſt he is at work, they are idle, wii 


L 29] | 
- is buſily roaming up and down, they fit ſtill. 
ith their folded arms. Whilſt he is earneſtly: 
king to devour them, they are neither ſenſi- 
le of nor in the leaſt affected with, their im- 
ment danger. For ſtark ſhame, my brethren, 
t every, ſoul. of us rouſe and beſtir ourſelves, _ 
id ſhake off our ſpiritual ſlumber, and zo longer 
alk lite fools, but like wiſe men, that is, wa- 
ly and circum/peftly, as the apoſtle explains it, 
ph. v. 11. Vea, conſidering our danger, that 
is the ſame with the propher's, we ſhould al- 
d imitate him, Lai. xxi. 8. Where he cries 
t firſt, a lion, and then preſently adds, my] 
rd, I fand continually upon the watch-tower 
the day time, and I am ſet in my ward every 
bt. We muſt be vigilant alſo at all times, 
oth day and night, yea, in all circumſtances 
n every duty that we perform, as well as amidſt 
Il the difficulties and temptations that we fear. 
ithout great care and watchfulneſs our very 
eſt performances will be utterly marr'd; our 
harity will be vainglorious, our fairh feeble, 
ur hope joyleſs, our devotion lukewarm, our 
houghts wandring in prayer, our zeal will be 
ormal and hypocritical, our hearing. will be 
nprofitable, our doing, at beſt, but tempora- 
y and partial, Several ways (in the ſeveral 
duties that we perform) will the tempter find 
0 ſteal in upon us, to ſurprize and foil us. 
tand we therefore continually upon our watch- 
tower. Bleſſed of their Lord ſhall thoſe ſervants 
e, whom, when he cometh, be ſhall find watch- 
ng. If he fball come in the ſecond watch, or 
ome in the third watch, and find them ſo, bleſ= 
ed are thoſe ſervants, Luke xii. 37, 38. Hhbile 
wn ſlept, the enemy came, and ſowed tares _ 
me 


4.4 
— 


ij be wheat, faith our bleſſed Lord, Mats xii tf. 


„i 


By which tares coming up among the whey 
is implied, that tho' we are of ourſelves wel 
difpos'd, and have # ne principles within u, 
yer our watchful adverfary the devil, when he 
obſerves us to be drowſy and ſecure, will tak 
his opportunity to ſcatter' rhe ſeeds of concy 

iſcence, pride, luxury, malice, and the like, 
in the ſcedplot of our hearts; and theſe, if we r. 
be not the more aware of him, he will fc 


his times of watering and improving, ſo tha « 


they fhall* certainly grow up and flouriſh, t 
the utter choaking and killing all that ws 
ym and hopeful in us. It behoves us ther- 
e, all of us, ever to watch and look abou No 
us. As our Saviour faith concerning the m. 
ſter of the houſe, we may likewiſe fay of the gg. 
tempter, the infernal thief, whoſe deſire is 4 be 
ſo to break into and ſpoil the houſe, we hn Wi: o; 
not when he cometh, at even, or at midnight, ue, 
cock-crowing or in the morning. © Watch ye thi Wii! 


| Fore, faith he, le coming. ſuddenly be find it 
ſleeping. And what I ſay unto you, I ſay ume 


all, watch, Mark xiii. 35, 36, 37. There is nd 
man that the devil does not bear an inveteme Go 
malice and ſpleen to, no man that is not nec 
danger of being prejudic'd, in fome reſpect «hz | 
other, by him, and conſequently no man tha 
ought not (as he prizes his own weal an 
ſafety) to be conſtant and diligent in watch 
ing and obſerving of him, that he be not it 
ined and undone by him. And fo much fr 
the ſecond thing expreſs'd in the text, viz. Mica, 
duty of vigilance or watchfulneſs, in order u 
the ſecuring ourſelves from the aſſaults of Wlene 

| adyerſaj ind | 


„  " 


. tverſaryy. the devil. . I promis'd : tor ſuperadd 
dien more. And. 

z. In the. third place therefore I recom- 
de end as highly uſeful, yea, indiſpenſably ne- 
e Peſſary in this caſe, carneff prayer 10 Cad, that 


„ Would be, pleas'd to aid aud belp us againß 
lim by the graciaus aſſiſtances of his good ſpirit. 
This is one part of that paroply, or whole and 
ntire armour the apoſtle adviſes ns to take to 
urſelves, that we may be able to reſiſt the wales 
f the devil, and to withſtand in the evil day, 
pheſ. vi. 1 , 13. Praying always with all prayer 
d ſupplicatian, v. 18. And this alſo does the 
oly Pfalmiſt, tacitly direct us to, when Pſalm 
xvii, at the beginning, he inſinuates the in- 
fficacy of all other means of ſecurity, even 
he now mention d duty of watching, exempt 
rom this. [Except the Lord keep the city, 

vetchman waketh hut in vain. The Lord muſt 
ike in with ſeaſonable ſuccours, he muſt fide - 
vich us, and take our part againſt the enemy 
ff our ſalyation, or all our own watchings 
ad other endeavours will be unſucceſsful. Nay, 


if God himſelf, in conſideration of this our impo- 
"Wcace and inability effectually to help ourſelves, 
b as mercitully enjoined us to look unto bim, Ifai. 


ly. 22. to call apon him, Plal. I. 15. and to caft 
ur burden upon him, Plal. Iv. 22. promiſing far 
dur encouragement, that'upon theſe conditions 
e will ſave, deliver and ſuſtain us, and - never 
Her us to be moved. Never is God more 
leas'd or honour'd, than when his creatures, 
onſcious of their own infirmities, humbly de- 
dend upon him, and devoutly implore his help 
nd aſſiſtance; nor is he ever wont in chat 

| e 


. 
caſe to lend a deaf ear to their prayers, or 
turn away bis mercy from them. For why 
then defire him to grant but what he den 
they ſhould have, 'viz. ftrength and ability y 
"do what he commands; and conſequently Na 
He is upon all occaſions very ready and willing 
to afford, eſpecially when duly requeſted then 
unto. If the devil ſuggeſts evil thoughts, k 
Inſpires us with good. If the enemy n 
. fore at us that we may fall, he is ready to pu 
underneath his everlaſting arms, to hold um 
«goings in his path. In a word, he is ready v 
ſupport us in all our trials, whether i tk 
time of our tribulation, or in the time of u 
wealth, in the _ 25 death, or in the diy 
judgment, as our churc 8. There are not 
be theſe ſeaſons, nor 75 e wherein wt 
can poſſibly ſtand in need of his help, but v 
ſhall have it at hand; we ſhall find him, if it 
not our own fault, (I mean, if we are nt 
neglectful to ſeek him,) to be our God, 1 
His grace to be ſufficient for every time «RF 
our need. So that prayer is not only an er 
-erciſe of devotion by which we ſerve 6% 
but as it were the conduit-pipe by which it 
conveys his bleſſings to us. As it is the ur 
doubted duty, fo tis the + higheſt prerogatie 
and greateſt privilege of a Chriſtian It is 
relief in temptations, his remedy for his {th 
his ſanctuary in troubles, and the great inline 
ment of his obtaining victory over his woth 
his ſpiritual enemies. Hence does our Savio 
himſelf join this with watching, Matt. x 
41. and that (ſuitably to what we are 10 
upon) as a preſervative from temptation, #a 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. = 


L 33] 
this alſo is one petition in that excellent form 
of prayer he taught his diſciples, That they might 
wt be led into temptation. hereas we are of 
ourſelves, the beſt of us, liable to fall, too, tod 
pt to yield to the enticements of the devil, 
and to be beguiled by them; our deareſt Sa- 
viour, the beſt and wiſeſt friend we can poſ- 
ſbly have, directs us to this expedient of ad- 
lreſſing ourſelves ro God, and of humbly cra- 
ring his help againſt all temptations, that he 
vould not ſuffer us to be overcome by them, 
vor to be at any time tempted above what we 
ire able; that he would ſer limits to Satan, 
ind reſtrain his impetuous and unbounded fu- 
7; that be would not take away his holy ſpi- 
it, nor withdraw his grace from us, but mer- 
fully deliver us from the evil one; that he 
vould make us ſafe and preſerve us under 'the 
badow of his wings, againſt all his fraud and 
nolence, that none of his aſſaults may now 
livert us from our duty, nor, in the event, 
poil us of our hopes of happineſs. This, I 
ay, is the direction our Saviour himſelf has 
piven us, yea, this the duty he enjoins us an 
ſſ1duous conſtancy and earneſtneſs in: for we 
nuſt repeat our deſires and renew our impor- 
unities, till God be pleas'd to incline his ear 
nd to give us a gracious anſwer thereunto. 
ind as none ever truly waited upon God or 
ought his face in vain, but had always reaſon 
ficient to ſay, that it was good for them, 
hat they did ſo; fo ſhall we moſt aſſuredly 
hink it worth our while to do it, if we ob- 
an a favourable reply from him in the re- 
queſts of this nature that we are now upon; 
regard nothing is of greater importance and 
E þ _ neceſſity 
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| moſt carneſtly three times, moſt fervently (up 


. 
neceſſity to be done, nothing of greater diff. 
culty to. do, than to pals through temptation 
without being entangled and overcome hy 
chem TI's 2 1 | 

St. Paul therefore thought it not much to 
beſeech the Lord thrice, in ſuch a caſe as this 
I mean, when preſſed with a ſtrong tempt 
tion, 2 Cor. xy. 8. For this thing, ſaith he, 
beſought the Lord thrice,s poſſibly in imitation 
of his Saviour himſelf, who, in his agony, pray' 


plicating bis Father, with ſtrong crying an 
tears, till at length zhere appeared to him an as 
gel from heaven ſirengthning him, Luke xxil. 44 


F That for the third means of withſtanding ou 
adverſary. the devil (when he goes about, li 
4 roaring lion, ſeeking to devour us) we {houl 


ſubjett be the frequent entertainment of your thous i : 
and meditations. Accuſtom yourſelves to thi as 
that God, who is an hater and revenger ot. 7 
wickednels, is ever with you, and narrow!) * 
ſerves all the actions whether of your cui. 


'or: mward man, all that you either do, ſpeth 
or think. And this is a contemplation thi! 


35] 
ill probability, wilt keep you from complying 
with Satan. You will not dare to do as he 
would have you, tho' he pleads privacy, and 
argues that no eye ſeeth you, foraſmuch as you 


e aſſured, that (howſoever he compaſs you 
this vith lies, and would tain impoſe upon you) yet 
te N eye ten thouſand times brighter than the ſun is 

upon you, and that the keeper of 1/rael (who ne- 


ver ſumbers nor ſleeps) diligently obſerves you. 


ti 
rose conſideration, 1 ſay, that God is always 
up preſent with you, will have a natural aptneſs to 


produce in you a holy dread, and to create and 
preſerve an awful ſenſe of religion in your minds; 
and whoſoever accuſtoms himſelf to a due and 
erious uſe and exerciſe thereof, mult either be 
reſtrained from embracing the preſent temptati- 
on, or elſe demonſtrate himſelf to be quite de- 
oid of all modeſty, reverence, and godly fear. 
Will a ſervant be falſe, whilſt his maſter looks 
Dn? Will a ſubject be treacherous in the pre- 
ence of his prince? or, a child diſhonour his 
father in his ſight or hearing? How then dare 
he ſervants, the ſubjects, and children, of God 
do wickedly, whilſt ſenfible that they are under 
s inſpection? Will they not rather have their 
earts fill'd with an holy dread and veneration 
of him? And, how ſtrongly ſoever the devil 
urges, or how cunningly ſoever he entices to 
in, will they not anſwer him with Joſeph's 
queſtion, Ho can I do this or that wickedneſs, 
' and in againſt God ? J dare not provoke the 
es of his glory, who always looks upon me, 
and narrowly watches and obſerves me, whether 

[ yield to the offer'd temptations or no.” Tis 
for want, I am perſuaded, of this ſerious refle- 
tion, viz, on God's conſtant preſence with 
E 2 us, 
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. 
us, and eye over us, t hat we ſuffer ourſelves t 
be fo often yanquith'd, and out · argued by $ 
tan, as we are. When he approaches us with 
his aſſaults, we do not bethink ourſelves, tha 
God, at the fame time, is not far from every un 
us. If we did, ſure the ſenſe of his preſence 
would awe and influence us moſt, and the drea 
of him, and the juſt apprehenſions of his wat 
would more powertully reſtrain us from ay 
wickedneſs, than the roaring of the infernd 
lion could affright us into it. Let us then | 
God always before us, and then innocence and 
righteouſneſs will at all times wait upon us 
and we ſhall find it will withhold us fron 
evil, in ſpite of thoſe, which we are ſometime 
apt to call; irreſiſtible temptations to ir. And 
ſo much for the fourth thing. | cc 


Ftbly, and lafily. The laſt remedy I full 
mention, which, in all likelihood, will be vey 
effectual in this caſe, is the daily and ſerious nt: 
ditation upon the certainty, and, for ought w 
know, the nearneſs 100 of aur death. Ir is tlt 
advice of the wiſe ſon of Sirach, Eccluſ. vii. ꝙ. 
 Whatſoever thou takeft in hand, remember thy l 
things, me 'igamzi os, THY end, not THE end, der 
(as the place is render'd by * St. Ferom) Memes 
to mortis tuæ, & non peccabis. Think but of 1 
death, (ſays he) and that will keep thee fin 
finnine. Tis an ordinary fleight and poli 
of the devil's, to perſuade men to put i ple 
from them the evil day. Indeed he told ol! Wa: 
firſt parent Eve, ſhe ſhould not die at 2 
but men being not eaſily perſuaded (becaur 


'In his jetter to Cyprian, 0 ici 


. 
their own daily experience to the contrary) | 
o aſſent to penny 4 1 
to poſſeſs them, that death is a great way 
f. Bur alas! as tis unalterably appointed for 

all once to die; and to paſs ſome time or 
ther from hence to an eternity, either happy . 
r miſerable; ſo tis certain that it will not 


cad 

ag e're death makes its- approach, and that 
ny ur earthly tabernacle will ſhortly be diſſolved. 
Now the meditation upon theſe things, the 
% ertainty and nearneſs of death, with the conſe» 
nd aces of it, will if any thing create us an ho- 


y courage, and fill us with pious refolutions to 
ontemn the ſollicitations of our enemy the de- 


is Wil, and to overlook all his temptations, whe- 
her they be terrors or flatteries, wherewith he 


ccoſts us in this life, and to labour all we can 
o ſecure our happineſs in our future endleſs 
ondition, the condition that muſt remain to 
ternity ſuch as we make it to be by our de- 
ortment and behaviour here. We ſhould 
herefore ſay with holy David, Our ſoul is con- 
bnually in our hand, and that would keep us 
rom forgetting and ſwerving from God's law. 

e ſhould daily look upon ourſelyes as dying 
perſons, and the time of whoſe departure may 

near at hand, as St. Paul ſpeaks; and that 
vould keep us from hearkning to Satan's fug- 
zeſtions, and powerfully reſtrain us from all in- 
rdinate and ſinful, however fly and inſinuating 
pleaſures. It was a euſtom among the Zg yp- 
s (as Herodotus tells us, 1. 2.) to have a ske- 

ton introduced at their gayeſt and moſt ſplen+ 
lid feaſts and preſented to the eyes of all the 
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veſts who were preſent, that amidſt their de- 
eious entertainments, they might not forget 
their 


] [38] 
their mortality. W hat they thought ft, 
thoſe occaſions oft mirth and jollity, to þ 
before — — — wore would! 
pe to have frequently in our though 

us but think of dan; This may 900 

of our lives, and then ſurely we ſhould u 
dare to live ſo, but as to be always prepar' 
die. Let us think what we would do, or wh 
we. would avoid, in caſe we were aGtually d 
ing, or, at leaſt, what we .ſhall with we b 
done, or had avoided, when we come to tu 
aut ſolemn leave of this world; for that, 
one obſerves, is truly being happy and wiſe, 
 &virthoſe things in the time of our life and health 
wilich are to be choſen and defir'd. by dying jt 
auc. Let every one therefore; when he has the 
ſirſt thoughts of doing any action, but ref 
with himſelf, whether it would not be an 
nite trouble ta him, that death ſhould ſurprix 
him ſo or ſo employ' d ( for death may come 1 
that time, as well as at any other) and the 
in all probability, he would act, or deſiſt, 
true reaſon, and religion, ſhould direct hin, 
and not according to the motions and ſollicit 
tions of the tempter, how cloſely ſoever ug 
or how cunningly ſoever manag'd by him. 


And fa I have finiſh'd what I, at preſen; 
intend upon this ſubject, v. the means d 
fruſtrating and defeating Satan in the ways a 
methods he makes uſe of to ruin and deſtro 
us, namely, Sobriety, Vigilance, Prayer, Mii 
tation upon God's omnipreſence, and our own ded 


; * Quam felix & prudens, qui talis nune nititur eſſe l 
vita, qualis optat inveniri in morte ? Tho, a Kent 


Go 


[39] 


t we may duly appl anfirg to the 9 
theſe, and, by his bl find _ : 
E222 | whe 


[ toaclude all with tho excellent words of 
church. 


Lord, we be 1500 thee * x le 

withſtand 1 « temptations of of . ES 

* by [he * 2 1 pure hearts and 
s, to follow thee, 1 Cod, thy h 

ni our Lord. Amen. 2 ha R 
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